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Woman arrested Man arrested for impersonation
for alleged
possession of
illegal drugs
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Phuentsholing police apprehended a 28-year-old woman
at Rinchending check post
on January 31 for alleged
possession of controlled
narcotic and psychotropic
substances.
The woman from Toedbisa in Punakha is alleged of
attempting to smuggle the
substances in a taxi.
Police officials in Phuentsholing alleged that the
woman was carrying 5,341
spasmoproxyvon capsules
(SP) and 200 tablets of N10.
She was on her way to Thimphu.
“This is the first such
case this year,” the officerin-charge said.
The woman is unemployed. She was also alleged
of testing positive for benzodiazepine and tramadol.
It was learned that the
woman had spent Nu 21,000
to purchase the substances.
It was bought from a street
vendor across the border.
Kuensel learnt that although the Narcotic Drugs,

Psychotropic Substances
and Substance Abuse
(NDPSSA) Act has put in
place more stringent penalties, there are many people,
most of them youth, are still
attempting to smuggle illegal
substances.
As per the new NDPSSA
Act, people carrying more
than 10 tablets or capsules will be given a noncompoundable offense of a
felony.
Sources said that since
Phuentsholing shares a porous border with the Indian
town of Jaigaon, it is the most
susceptible place for drug
abuse and smuggling.
In 2016, the police apprehended 136 people involved
in such drug cases in Phuentsholing. Of the total, men
were involved in 124 cases,
while women were involved
in 12. Non-Bhutanese were
also involved in nine cases.
Following a major crackdown the police initiated in
December 2013, many people, especially youth have
been apprehended across
the country.
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Phuentsholing police apprehended a 47-year-old man from
Tshento, Paro for impersonation
yesterday.
Police claimed that they
found him asking for money in
the town wearing the uniform of
his former employing company,
Jachung Security Service (JSS).
Police said that while asking for
money is not a crime, asking for

it while wearing the uniform is.
Police said that upon investigation, it was found that
the man had been terminated
by JSS about three months ago.
“The suspect also confessed he
was terminated because of his
alcohol problem,” an official
said.
He told police officials that
he had come to Phuentsholing after trying for a job at the
Kholongchhu hydropower

project but since he did not
have money to travel further,
he started to collect money
from people wearing his JSS
uniform.
The man had collected Nu
1,100 from some shops in the
town.
Although the man is not
likely to be charged for asking
for money, he is likely to be
booked for impersonation as
he no longer is a JSS employee.
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Les Amis du Bhoutan celebrates
30th anniversary
Staff reporter

Les Amis du Bhoutan, one of the
oldest friendship associations for
Bhutan in Europe, celebrated the
30th anniversary of its foundation
at a dinner in Paris on January 27,
according to a foreign affairs press
release.
The association was founded

in 1987 to promote better understanding of Bhutan in France.
The dinner was attended
by over 40 members of the association, which has about 90
registered members from French
speaking countries in Europe.
(Dr) Francoise Pommaret, director of research at the National
Centre for Scientific Research

(CNRS) in France and research
adviser at the Institute for Language and Cultural Studies in
Bhutan, has been president of
the association since 1999.
Ambassador Pema Choden
attended the event and thanked
the association’s members for
their interest in and continued
support to Bhutan.
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